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Western Folklife Center members have the opportunity to 

purchase National Cowboy Poetry Gathering tickets begin-

ning Tuesday, September 2, a full month before tickets go

on sale to non-members. Starting at only $40, you can 

purchase a membership that allows you to buy up to two

tickets to each show. The higher your membership level, the

more tickets you can buy per show. Your membership also

entitles you to free tickets to Members’ Shows. The number

of free tickets you receive depends on your membership

level. Non-members must pay $40 for a Members’ Show

ticket, so it’s a great value. 

As a member of the Western Folklife Center, you belong to a

family of people inspired by and devoted to the American

West and its cultural life. As a nonprofit organization with an

educational mission, the Western Folklife Center seeks sup-

port from the people who care about what we do and benefit

from the education and entertainment we provide. More

than two-thirds of our annual operating budget comes from

the generous support of our members, stakeholders, founda-

tions, individual donors and corporate donors. Your contribu-

tions help us document and preserve the cultural traditions

of the American West. Please join today and help us celebrate

the wisdom, artistry and ingenuity of western folkways.

Ways of the West Newsletter • • • • • • • • •

Western Folklife Center CD • • • • • • • • •

Opportunity to Purchase
Tickets Early to the

National Cowboy
Poetry Gathering

Free admission to Wiegand 
Gallery and reduced rate for 

accompanying guests

Tickets to a Members’ Show
at the Gathering

Invitations to Members’ Shows
and exhibit openings

Selected ticket discounts for
events throughout the year

One-time $5.00 gift certificate
in gift shop

Ongoing 10% discount
in gift shop

Unframed National Cowboy
Poetry Gathering poster

Framed National Cowboy Poetry
Gathering poster

Year-round pass to all
Western Folklife Center events

(excludes Gathering)

Gift package • • • •

Coloring book, free sarsparilla 
at any event

$10 $40 $75 $100 $150 $250 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $3,000

Membership

Benefits

JOIN THE WESTERN FOLKLIFE CENTER AND GET THE BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE

Tickets on Sale to Members September 2 • Tickets on Sale to General Public October 2

Up to 8 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Up to 6 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Up to 4 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Up to 2 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Unlimited tickets for each show at the Gathering
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Ford Foundation

The Wallace Foundation

E.L. Wiegand Foundation

R. Harold Burton Foundation

United States Institute of 

Museum and Library Services

Zions Bank

Nevada Commission for 

Cultural Affairs

George S. & Dolores Doré 

Eccles Foundation

George Gund III

Sally Searle

Wes & Sue Dixon

Anne Pattee

Nevada Commission 

on Tourism

William Randolph Hearst 

Foundation

MetLife Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Theodore J. Day

City of Elko

National Endowment 

for the Arts

Gunnar & Louise Klarr

Nevada Arts Council

The Grammy Foundation

Hartman Foundation

Joe & Pam Brown

Elko County Recreation Board

Charter Media

Bruce & Nora James Family    

Charitable Fund at the 

Community Foundation 

of Western Nevada

Simmons Family Foundation

Wells Fargo Bank

Paul G. Allen Family 

Foundation

John Ben Snow Memorial Trust

Barrick Goldstrike Mines, Inc.

The Bretzlaff Foundation

Gary & Susan Crowe

Art & Joanne Hall

Holder Hospitality Group

Agnieszka Winkler & Art Lund

Wattis Dumke Foundation

Sandy Raffealli

Nevada Humanities

Dick & Mary Stimpel

Elko Convention & Visitors 

Authority

Sierra Pacific Power Company

Warsh-Mott Funds

Utah Humanities Council

Newmont Mining Company

Reno Rodeo Charitable 

Foundation

John C. Carpenter

The Gabelli Foundation

Timken-Sturgis Foundation

Foundation 36

Tricon Metals & Services

Wal-Mart Foundation

Ron & Leslie Parraguirre

Elko Federal Credit Union

Great Basin Bank

Northeastern Nevada 

Regional Hospital

Reds Ranch

Sage Foundation

William & Meredith Farris

And all our members and

stakeholders

With valuable assistance from

Great Basin College, Nevada

Museum of Art, The Ferraro

Group, Northeastern Nevada

Museum, Elko Chamber of

Commerce and many other

individuals and businesses.

Thank you!
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BE A STAKEHOLDER
Make an investment that 

makes a difference

The Stakeholder Program is for everyone

who values the programs and projects of

the Western Folklife Center. More than your

financial interest, your involvement also

expresses your personal interest, which

goes well beyond the dollars you con-

tribute. Your participation in the Stake-

holder Program gives you the opportunity

to receive “insider” information on your

favorite programs, and we’ll ask for your

input on important new ideas as well. Our

stakeholders are closely connected to us in

a partnership that ensures we remain a

robust and healthy organization, and that

we can continue to fulfill our mission of

preserving our western culture in all its 

varied and colorful forms.

When you make an initial or ongoing con-

tribution of $250 or more to the program

of your choice, you are demonstrating

that you value our work. We welcome

your support for any of our programs. Our

current priorities are:

• National Cowboy Poetry Gathering

• unrestricted general operating funds

• Western Folklife Center exhibitions

• Deep West Records

• educational programs for youth

• Western Folklife Center Archives

In return for your generous investment,

you will be invited to the Stakeholder

Breakfast at the National Cowboy Poetry

Gathering. You will also receive invitations

to events around the region, our Ways of

the West newsletter, and access to a stake-

holder-only area on our website. For more

information about the Stakeholder Pro-

gram or to become a stakeholder, please

visit our website at www.westernfolklife.org,

or contact Marianne Gellman toll-free at

(888)880-5885 or mgellman@westernfolk-

life.org. 

SPONSOR A POET 
OR MUSICIAN

The heart of each

National Cowboy

Poetry Gathering is the

assembly of poets and

musicians from all

parts of the West and

beyond. Each artist

receives a well-earned honorarium, as

well as travel, lodging and meal

expenses. The average cost is $3,000 per

artist. With more than 125 performers

coming to the 25th Gathering, the

expense will be considerable. You can

help defray these costs by sponsoring

an artist with a $3,000 donation to the

National Cowboy Poetry Gathering. Your

stakeholder contribution or business

sponsorship can be used to sponsor an

artist. You can also pool your resources

with a group of friends to support an

artist. To make a donation, or for more

information, please contact Marianne

Gellman toll-free at (888) 880-5885, or

mgellman@westernfolklife.org.

Thanks to Our Supporters
Western Folklife Center programs are supported by:
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The Western Folklife Center

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 3280

Salt Lake City, UT

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

501 Railroad Street

Elko, NV 89801

THE WESTERN FOLKLIFE CENTER’S MISSION

The mission of the Western Folklife Center is to enhance the vitality of

American life through the experience, understanding and appreciation

of the diverse cultural heritage of the American West. 
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