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Riders in the Sky
is celebrating 30 years

as a “comedy and

western” musical

group. 

Randy Rieman is

a cowboy, horse

trainer, poet and

reciter from Dillon,

Montana.

Tom Russell is a

songwriter, musician

and artist from Canu-

tillo, Texas.

Bob Schild is a

saddlemaker, poet

and former rodeo

cowboy from Black-

foot, Idaho. 

Georgie Sicking
is a poet and retired

rancher living in

Kaycee, Wyoming. 

Sourdough Slim
is a musician and

vaudeville-style cow-

boy performer from

Paradise, California.

Jesse Smith is a

working cowboy and

poet from Cora,

Wyoming.

Lyn Messersmith
is a poet, columnist

and third-generation

rancher from Alliance,

Nebraska.

Waddie Mitchell
is a buckaroo, rancher

and poet from Jiggs,

Nevada.

Clark Morris is a

cowboy and poet

from Lakeview, 

Oregon.

Michael Martin

Murphey is an

author, songwriter,

musician and rancher

from Westbury, 

Wisconsin.

Joel Nelson is a

horse trainer, saddle-

maker and poet from

Alpine, Texas.

Rodney Nelson is

a rancher, brand

inspector, rodeo 

cowboy and poet

from Almont, North

Dakota.

Kay Kelley

Nowell is a rancher

and poet living near

Alpine, Texas. 

Glenn Ohrlin is a

rancher, poet, musi-

cian and storyteller

from Mountain View, 

Arkansas.

Gwen Peterson is

a poet and author

who raises miniature

horses in Big Timber,

Montana. 

The Quebe Sisters

Band is a Texas-

style, triple-fiddle

string band from

Burleson, Texas. 

Vess Quinlan is a

rancher and poet

from San Acadio,

Colorado.

Henry Real Bird
is a cowboy, rancher

and poet from 

Garryowen, Montana.

Duane Reece
is a poet and 

cowboy who lives

in Winkelman, 

Arizona.

Pat Richardson
is a rodeo cowboy,

artist and poet from

Merced, California.
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These performers attended the first Cowboy Poetry Gathering in 1985.



Bill Wood is a poet,

cartoonist and cow-

boy from Newell,

South Dakota.

Wylie & The

Wild West is a

cowboy and western

band based in Dusty,

Washington.

Paul Zarzyski is a

former rodeo cowboy

and word-spurring

poet from Great Falls,

Montana.

Dave Stamey
plays guitar and sings

cowboy music, often

during pack trips. He

lives in Nipomo, Cali-

fornia.

Gail Steiger
is a cowboy, song-

writer and filmmaker

from Prescott, 

Arizona.

Kent Stockton is a

poet who produced

the Wyoming Cowboy

Poetry Gathering for

many years and lives

in Riverton, Wyoming.

Milton Taylor is 

a bush poet from 

New South Wales,

Australia.

Ian Tyson is a

songwriter and 

musician from

Longview, Alberta,

Canada.

Jack Walther is a

retired buckaroo,

poet and storyteller

from Lamoille,

Nevada. 
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Rawhide Braiding with 

Doug Groves

Sunday, January 25 – 

Wednesday, January 28

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

$300

Doug Groves is known and respected

around the Great Basin region as a cow-

boy and rawhide braider. He creates a

supportive atmosphere for learning.

Doug Groves will invite Charlie Leisen

and other fine braiders to help through-

out the workshop. Beginner to interme-

diate level participants in this workshop

will be guided through the making of

rawhide hobbles commemorating the

25th National Cowboy Poetry Gathering.

The workshop fee includes the cost of

materials, including a silver engraved

commemorative ring created by bucka-

roo silversmith Barack Freeman.

A Day at the Ranch

Monday, January 26 or 

Tuesday, January 27

9:00 am – 4:00 pm

$155 (includes lunch)

Join native Nevadan John Collett for a

day-long tour of Elko County ranches.

Each year John creates a fresh and

unique ranch experience by working

with local ranchers and engaging tour

participants in the issues of the day. Dur-

ing the tour you will get a glimpse of a

rancher’s way of life, including winter-

time care of livestock, the art of breed-

ing and training horses and the chal-

lenges that face modern-day ranch

operations. The day will include a home-

cooked Dutch-oven meal where you can

visit with ranch families and 

fellow tour participants. Transportation

is provided by KT Services for a comfort-

able ride.
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W
orkshops during the National

Cowboy Poetry Gathering fill up

quickly. Reserve your spot soon!

Workshops that do not have enough

participants by January 10, 2009,

may be cancelled.

W orkshops and Special ProgramsW

These performers attended the first Cowboy Poetry Gathering in 1985.
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Writing for Recreation with
John Dofflemyer 

Tuesday, January 27 – Wednesday,

January 28

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

$60

After being bombarded with decades of

media slogans and catchy phrases,

everyone has a poet and a critic lurking

somewhere in their psyche. Consistent

with a self-sufficient rural culture that

stays close to home to save money, writ-

ing poetry can be very rewarding. We

will look at poems from Badger Clark,

Wendell Berry, Drum Hadley, Wilma Eliz-

abeth McDaniel and William Stafford to

identify the different kinds of fun some

good poets have had. We will discuss

ways to recognize subject matter for our

poems, different approaches to ground-

ing our poetry to real experience and

the various uses of rhyme, meter and

metaphor that fit the unique poet within

us. Other topics for discussion may be

“writing in the moment” and “poetry as

an art tool.” Bring paper, pencil and an

unfinished poem to have fun with.

Family Gathering: Collecting
and Presenting Family History

Tuesday, January 27

9:00 am – 4:00 pm

$75

Many of us want to gather family or

community stories but don’t know how

to collect material or what to do with it

once we have it in hand. This workshop

will start with the interview, discussing

how to draw people out and providing

technical advice to achieve quality

recordings. Then we will look at accessi-

ble ways to present the material includ-

ing written oral history, video storytelling,

and poetry and song. Author Teresa 

Jordan and Western Folklife Center (and

NPR and PBS) producers Taki Telonidis

and Hal Cannon will draw on their

extensive experience documenting the

Making Sausage & Curing Meat

Tuesday, January 27

1:00 – 4:00 pm

$65

Remember your grandparents’ freshly

seasoned, homemade sausage and how

good it tasted? All of that flavor can be

yours again. This workshop will remove

the mystery from the time-honored

methods of curing meat. You’ll make

jerky and sausage while learning the

healthful benefits of making your own

cured meats. Using your freshly pre-

pared sausage and jerky, you will

explore new ideas and recipes to use in

your own kitchen. Bring copies of your

own family recipes to share if you have

them. 

How to Create a Professional
Digital Portfolio of Your Work

Wednesday, January 28

9:00 am – 5:00 pm

$150

Does this scenario sound familiar? You

spend hours creating a saddle, bit, spurs

or other work of art that you’re very

proud of, but before you have a chance

to get a professional photograph of it,

it’s sent on to its new owner. Your oppor-

tunity to create a beautiful photograph

for your portfolio, website or next adver-

tisement has been lost. In this workshop,

professional photographer Adam Jahiel

will work with bitmakers, spurmakers,

saddlemakers, braiders, 

jewelers and other artists to improve

their skills in product photography and

photo processing. Topics to be covered

include digital photography and light-

ing, creating a table top studio with

materials you can buy from your local

hardware store, basic editing of your

photograph, and processing it for print

and internet destinations. Bring your

camera and a piece of gear or artwork

you want to photograph and leave with

a professional digital image.

W orkshops and Special ProgramsW

American West to provide examples to

inspire you. The afternoon will wrap up

with music drawn from family lore.

Mandolin in the Cowcamp with
Skip Gorman

Tuesday, January 27 – Wednesday,

January 28

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

$150

Skip Gorman's music is true to the flavor

of authentic cowboy music that was per-

formed around campfires in the West at

the end of the 19th century. This two-

day mandolin workshop will focus on

the old-time style of playing. Skip will

teach some of his favorite old-time tunes

from his CD Mandolin in the Cow Camp, a

compilation of lonesome, wild and

woolly old-time melodies from the

Western Plains, Appalachia and the old

country. The day will include a lunch

break and a practice break, surrounded

by hands-on instruction with Skip. Bring

your own mandolin; all levels of playing

ability are welcome. 
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The Craft of Artisan 
Breadmaking

Wednesday, January 28

9:00 am – 12:00 pm

$65

Artisan baker Kevin Davis will reveal the

secrets and techniques he learned from

nearly 20 years as a baker. Kevin began

baking at Acme Bread Company in

Berkeley, California, and later founded

Prairie Mill Bread Company in Calgary,

Canada, which specialized in fine quality

artisan breads. In this workshop you will

learn how to create the flavors, aromas,

textures and shapes associated with

exceptional quality bread. The workshop

will discuss the methods used in making

Yukon-style sourdough bread and other

types of fermented dough. You will also

learn how to hand-form loaves into a

variety of traditional shapes including

flat breads, baguettes, batards, fougasse,

boule, epi and others. Don’t miss this

opportunity to learn how to create your

own beautiful and flavorful works of

culinary art.

Horsemanship Demonstration

Wednesday, January 28

9:30 am – 3:00 pm

Spring Creek Horse Palace

$25

Check the Western Folklife Center web-

site at www.westernfolklife.org for

details in mid-August.

Poets in the Kitchen

Wednesday, January 28

1:00 – 4:00 pm

$65

How many poets does it take to make a

meal? Sign up for this lively cooking

workshop to find out. Join poets Carolyn

Dufurrena, Leon Flick and Linda Hussa as

they perk you up with a cup of strong

Java Joe and a few lines of poetry. The

poets will lead you in preparing a deli-

cious ranch stew with homemade bis-

cuits and more. While things are cook-

ing, Carolyn, Leon and Linda will recite

poetry about good meals, great ranches

and close friends and family. Come pre-

pared to laugh and listen while you

chop, stir and bake.

Illustration with Bill Lowman,
Henry Real Bird & Walt LaRue

Wednesday, January 28

1:00 – 5:00 pm

$35

Do you absentmindedly doodle on

envelopes, letters or your poetry? 

Many poets and musicians do too. 

Move beyond the doodle by taking this

creative workshop with poet and illustra-

tor Bill Lowman, poet and illustrator

Henry Real Bird, and cowboy artist, actor

and musician Walt LaRue. Each artist will

teach his unique approach to enhancing

poems, letters and envelopes with

poignant or silly illustrations. Materials

will be provided. You may also bring

your own poetry to illustrate.

Cowboy Engravers’ Gathering

Thursday, January 29

8:00 am – 1:00 pm

Free – ticket required

This day-long gathering, focusing on the

arts of bit and spurmaking and engrav-

ing, is designed as an open forum for

learning. All bit and spurmakers and

western jewelers are welcome. Partici-

pants must bring examples of their work

as a photographic image or as an actual

piece to share. The day will begin with a

presentation on bits and how an upper

pallet bit functions. Next, master

engraver Lee Griffiths will provide a

demonstration of single point engraving,

speaking to differences in engraving

styles, tools used and geometry. The final

segment of the day will be a roundtable

discussion with respected bitmakers. Our

goal is to create an atmosphere for par-

ticipants to share ideas and experiences.

Lee Griffiths’ participation is sponsored

by GRS Tools. 

Song Swap with Paul Zarzyski 
& Wylie Gustafson

Friday, January 30

10:30 am – 12:00 pm

$20

This workshop is about the poem, the

song and busting through the fence

between them. Poet Paul Zarzyski and

musician Wylie Gustafson have been co-

writing songs such as “Rodeo to the

Bone,” found on Wylie & The Wild West’s

2007 release Bucking Horse Moon.

Together, Paul and Wylie explore where

song and poetry meet, and how to suc-

cessfully hitch verse and melody.

Song Swap with Tom Russell 
& Ian Tyson

Saturday, January 31

10:30 am – 12:00 pm

$20

Expanding on last year’s popular work-

shop, Tom Russell and Ian Tyson, two of

the most accomplished and enduring

western songwriters of our day, will

explore years of collaboration and

inspiration in this song swap. Part per-

formance, part conversation, these two

master musicians will discuss their song

philosophies, influences and songs

they’ve co-written, such as “Claude Dal-

las,”“Navajo Rug” and “Banks of the

Musselshell.” They will include perform-

ances of new and old songs, and time

for questions.
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Dance Workshops
Basic Swing for Beginners

Friday, January 30

10:00 am –  12:00 pm

$20

Whether you call it Jitterbug, East Coast,

Six Count or Jive, swing it is, and that’s

what you’ll be learning in this workshop

with instructors Kraig Sundberg and

Nancy Kern. You’ll focus on the basics of

movement, footwork and some easy

twirls. This workshop will help prepare

you to cut a rug to the smooth swinging

licks of Hot Club of Cowtown at the Fri-

day night dance, and to bop with Wylie

on Saturday night. Beginners are wel-

come; you don’t need a partner – just

come and learn.

Intermediate Swing & Lindy Hop

Friday, January 30

2:00 – 4:00 pm

$20

Once you’ve graduated from the begin-

ner’s basic swing class, join us for Inter-

mediate Swing and some basic Lindy

Hop moves. This workshop will add

some spice to your swing with more

advanced moves such as the Lindy Cir-

cle, the Suzy Q, a little Charleston, the

Boogie Back, the Peck and a little flashy

hand work. Instructor Alysia McClain will

show you how to weave these moves

into your basic swing dance routine and

show off your partner. No partner neces-

sary; just come jump, jive and wail with

all the hep cats. Get ready to dance to

Hot Club of Cowtown and Wylie & The

Wild West at the Friday and Saturday

night dances.

Pony Swing & Two Step
Beginners and Advanced

Saturday, January 31

2:00 – 4:00 pm

$20

Join Kraig Sundberg and Nancy Kern to

learn a full range of Pony Swing and Two

Step techniques for the beginning and

more advanced dancer. Kraig and Nancy

will show you new moves and alternate

steps that will add excitement and flow

to your dancing. So shine up your boots

and get down on the dance floor. This

class is for everyone. Beginners are wel-

come, and you don’t need a partner to

attend.

Youth Workshops

Whip Out a Yodel with Wylie

Saturday, January 31

10:00 am – 12:00 pm

$25 

Join Wylie Gustafson, the “Cowboy King

of Yodel,” for this kid-focused yodeling

workshop. The singer of the world

famous “Yahoo Yodel” will teach young

people the ins and outs and ups and

downs of vocal modulation. Participants

will leave the morning with amazing

new skills that will impress their friends,

amuse their family and lead to a lifetime

of yodeling opportunities. No previous

experience necessary and no special

equipment needed. Just bring your

vocal chords and prepare to yodel the

morning away. Kids only! Best for ages

10 – 18.

Shoot Out Elko!

Saturday, January 31

1:00 – 5:00 pm

$25

Capture the West with digital photogra-

phy. Workshop participants will help

document the National Cowboy Poetry

Gathering as we explore Elko with our

digital cameras. Kids will have the

chance to photograph Gathering per-

formers, western garb and the hubbub

of life around the old Pioneer Hotel, his-

toric home of the Western Folklife Cen-

ter. Throughout the day, kids will learn

the basics of digital photography and

become involved in the editing process.

A final show of their images will be pro-

jected for the group to discuss and

admire. Instructor Cynthia Delaney has

been photographing nature, wildlife and

travel imagery for over 20 years. Her

work has been widely used in a variety

of publications and exhibits. Bring a

point-and-shoot digital camera; we will

have a few cameras on hand for those in

need. Best for ages 10 – 18.
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Between Grass & Sky: Trappings of a Ranch Life

Western Folklife Center’s Wiegand Gallery

January 20 – August 29, 2009 

In celebration of 25

years of cowboy

artistry, the Western

Folklife Center brings

together the work of

some of the region's

finest contemporary

gearmakers, poets and

artists to illustrate the

connection between

artistry and our sense

of place in the West.

The poignancy of 

language, the vibrancy

of oil and pastel

images, and the rich-

ness of finely crafted leather saddles and silver engraved bits

outfitted with rawhide reins and romels, are the palette for

this exhibition. Saddles and bits featured will be judged and

Best of Show awards will be announced during the exhibi-

tion's opening reception on Thursday, January 29. Much of

the gear will be for sale throughout the duration of the 

exhibition. For more information about the gear for sale or

this exhibition, contact the Western Folklife Center at 

775-738-7508. This exhibition was developed in collaboration

with the Nevada Museum of Art and is a companion exhibit

to Between Grass & Sky: Rhythms of a Cowboy Poem.

p
h

o
to

: A
d

am
 J

ah
ie

l

Between Grass & Sky: Rhythms of a Cowboy Poem

Nevada Museum of Art, Reno

January 17 – May 17, 2009

Much like visual art, the enduring tradition of cowboy poetry is a

rich and vital form of cultural expression in the American West.

This exhibition, presented at the Nevada Museum of Art in Reno,

is inspired by Buck Ramsey’s legendary poem “Grass.” Featuring a

selection of historic and contemporary paintings, photographs

and sculptural works combined with the spoken voices of

renowned cowboy poets, this unique exhibition offers insight

into the varied experiences arising from life in rural and ranch-

ing communities. This exhibition was developed jointly by the

Nevada Museum of Art and the Western Folklife Center on the

occasion of the 25th National Cowboy Poetry Gathering.

Westernfolklife.org Gets a Facelift

We’ve recently completed changes to our website that we

hope will make it more user-friendly and accessible. We reor-

ganized and renamed the navigation to make events like the

National Cowboy Poetry Gathering easier to find. And we’ve

revamped the National Cowboy Poetry Gathering pages into

their own “microsite” where you will find all the information you

need to purchase tickets and plan your trip to Elko in January. 

The website still includes your favorite sections, including our

podcasts, online journals, radio stories, Deep West Video and

the Gathering Cybercast. Events and exhibits are easier to find

and our new calendar of events allows you to quickly see

what we’ve got going on in Elko and around the West

throughout the year. 

Share Your Knowledge of the
Gathering in Our Discussion Board

The Discussion Board in the Community section of the site is

the place to go to ask questions about Gathering logistics or

events. You can post a question about buying tickets or finding

accommodations, figure out how people get to Elko, find a ride

to the Gathering, share your enthusiasm or make suggestions.

You can start a discussion with other audience members about

your Gathering memories, or specific shows and events at the

25th anniversary, or post notices about tickets you need to sell.

If you are new to the Gathering and have questions about how

it all works, the Discussion Board is a great place to get advice

from seasoned attendees who would love to help you out.

You’ll find the Discussion Board in the Community section of

www.westernfolklife.org. 

ExhibitionsE

I
n celebration of the 25th National Cowboy Poetry

Gathering, the Western Folklife Center and the

Nevada Museum of Art have partnered to develop a

joint exhibition entitled Between Grass and Sky. Central

to both institutions is an appreciation for the rich 

cultural heritage of northern Nevada. In an effort to

appeal to both traditional and contemporary audi-

ences, the Nevada Museum of Art and the Western

Folklife Center will celebrate this unique sense of place

by exhibiting a broad range of artworks—from paint-

ings and sculptures to intricately crafted gear. A col-

laborative project, Between Grass and Sky illustrates a

shared appreciation for the experience of life in the

American West. 



www.westernfolk l i fe .org20

The Deep West Video ses-

sions continue to be

among the most popular at

the National Cowboy Poetry

Gathering every

year. Be a part of

the excitement by

making your own

Deep West Video. Tell your story about rural life in the West, and

share it at the 25th National Cowboy Poetry Gathering.

These home-made videos use the tools of digital communication

to tell simple yet elegant stories from the heart. These are not

slick productions by professionals, but true blue stories from life

on the range or in any rural place. Proposals must be in writing

and reflect the mission of Deep West Video: “…to tell first-hand

25th National Cowboy Poetry Gathering 

SILENT AUCTION

Support the Western Folklife Center

Donate an Item or Experience
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National Cowboy Poetry Gathering NEWSN
stories from the rural West that are rooted in the values of life on

the land.” Approved and completed videos will premier at the

2009 National Cowboy Poetry Gathering. 

Submit your ideas via regular mail or e-mail:

Western Folklife Center Media

101 Wasatch Drive

Salt Lake City, UT 84112

Hal Cannon: hcannon@westernfolkife.org 

Taki Telonidis: ttelonidis@westernfolklife.org

For guidelines, call us at 801-582-9576 or visit: www.westernfolk-

life.org. Click on Audio and Video; you’ll find Deep West Video in

the Film section. Consult the Capture Your Story link for more

information about how to make a video. 

Load….Point…and Shoot! Your camera or camcorder, that is…

E
ach year the Western Folklife 

Center conducts a Silent Auction

during the National Cowboy Poetry

Gathering to raise funds to support our

year-round programs. All the items

included in the auction are acquired

through generous donations from our

supporters. Over the years, the auction

has included a wide range of excep-

tional items including framed artwork,

western sculptures, western gear,

musical instruments, western clothing,

books, handmade quilts, decorative

items, unique artist memorabilia, 

jewelry, travel packages and other

unique western experiences. Please

consider donating something special

so we can make the 25th National

Cowboy Poetry Gathering Silent Auc-

tion the best ever. If you have some-

thing you would like to donate, please

contact Linda Carter at 888-880-5885,

ext. 222, or e-mail her at lcarter@west-

ernfolklife.org. We invite you to stop

by the Silent Auction during the

Gathering to view the items on dis-

play and sign up to be a bidder.

How Many Years Have You 
Attended the Gathering?

As we mark the 25th anniversary 

of the National Cowboy Poetry

Gathering, we’d like to know who

attended the very first Gathering in

1985, and who has attended 20 or

more Gatherings in the last 

25 years. If you are one of these

people, please contact us so we

can acknowledge you and share

our appreciation for your support

over all these years. Please 

call Tamara Kubacki toll-free 

at 888-880-5885, ext. 223,

or send her an e-mail at 

tkubacki@westernfolklife.org.

Stylish red western jacket donated by Cynthia Riggs.
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A regional nonprofit organization based

in Elko, Nevada, the Western Folklife Cen-

ter works to expand our understanding of

ourselves and our neighbors by celebrat-

ing the traditions of people who live and

work in the West. We strive to create deep

and lasting experiences, to challenge the

intellect and engage the emotions, to

encourage a sense of belonging for those

at home in the West, in fact or in spirit,

and to ensure that rural communities

throughout the region recognize and

appreciate their own cultural bounty. 

The Western Folklife Center produces pro-

grams based on original fieldwork and

research among diverse groups of 

people around the West. We use this

information to create exhibits, films, radio

programs, recordings and other public

presentations grounded in authenticity.

These materials also become a documen-

tary record that is preserved in the

Western Folklife Center Archives. 

The Organization

Located in the historic Pioneer Building

in downtown Elko, the Western Folklife

Center is both a local and a regional 

cultural center with an exhibit gallery,

300-seat theater, 20-seat black box the-

ater, saloon and gift shop. Founded in

1980, it is governed by a Board of 

Trustees, along with a National Advisory

Council made up of leaders in western

cultural life. A full- and part-time staff of

19 works at the Elko headquarters, and

three employees work at Western 

Folklife Center Media in Salt Lake City,

Utah. Hundreds of members, stakehold-

ers and volunteers help the Folklife 

Center succeed in its mission. Operating 

support comes from a combination of

earned and contributed income from

public sources, private foundations, 

individual donors and businesses.

The Western Folklife Center
Archives

The Western Folklife Center Archives 

collects and preserves materials in all

formats that document expressive arts,

traditional lifeways and the evolving 

cultural landscape in the Great Basin

region and throughout the American

West. The Archives is also responsible for

documenting the programs and admin-

istrative history of the Western Folklife

Center by gathering, organizing and 

preserving materials relating to the 

Folklife Center’s exhibitions, projects,

events and regional impact. Collections

in the Archives are heavily used to sup-

port the Folklife Center’s programming

and outreach initiatives.

A Sampling of Western Folklife
Center Programs

MEDIA

Producers Hal Cannon and Taki Teloni-

dis spent a week in early June in south-

ern Utah shooting the latest Western

Folklife Center television show. Red

Rock Rondo (working title) makes music

out of the contemporary and antique

stories of the people who make their

home near Zion National Park. Filmed

amidst Zion Canyon’s sheer red rock

walls, this show is a celebration of this

community’s connection to a very 

special place. Red Rock Rondo will pre-

miere as part of Zion Park’s centennial

celebration with a screening on May

9th in Springdale, Utah.

The Media Department is also gearing

up for our upcoming concert and CD

Tribute to the Snake River Outlaws, a

band that set the tone for cowboy music

in the Northwest in the 1940s and ‘50s.

On August 24th, as part of the River City

Roots Music Festival in Missoula, Mon-

tana, we are bringing together original

members of the Outlaws with western

swing band Wylie & The Wild West. Look

for the new Snake River Outlaw CD in

the online store. 

MAKING WEST HOME

As part of our ongoing Making West

Home program, the Western Folklife Cen-

ter produced a day-long workshop at

the Winchester Cultural Center in Las

Vegas in June. Making West Home in Las

Vegas brought together women from

around the world who have made Las

Vegas their home, to share food from

their various ethnic food traditions,

share stories and explore how food trig-

gers memories about family life, culture,

community and connection to place. 

TRAILING OF THE SHEEP FESTIVAL

The Western Folklife Center has devel-

oped a lively partnership with the

Trailing of the Sheep Festival, which takes

place in Ketchum, Idaho, October 10-12,

2008. We will continue our collaboration

by hosting concerts and programs;

installing a recording studio in a sheep

camp to collect oral histories; conduct-

ing an oral history collection workshop;

and installing the exhibit Trailing the

Year: The Human Landscape of Sheep

Ranching in the American West.

About The Western Folklife Center
p

h
o

to
: J

e
ss

ic
a 

B
ra

n
d

i L
ifl

an
d



www.westernfolk l i fe .org22

Western Folklife Center members have the opportunity to 

purchase National Cowboy Poetry Gathering tickets begin-

ning Tuesday, September 2, a full month before tickets go

on sale to non-members. Starting at only $40, you can 

purchase a membership that allows you to buy up to two

tickets to each show. The higher your membership level, the

more tickets you can buy per show. Your membership also

entitles you to free tickets to Members’ Shows. The number

of free tickets you receive depends on your membership

level. Non-members must pay $40 for a Members’ Show

ticket, so it’s a great value. 

As a member of the Western Folklife Center, you belong to a

family of people inspired by and devoted to the American

West and its cultural life. As a nonprofit organization with an

educational mission, the Western Folklife Center seeks sup-

port from the people who care about what we do and benefit

from the education and entertainment we provide. More

than two-thirds of our annual operating budget comes from

the generous support of our members, stakeholders, founda-

tions, individual donors and corporate donors. Your contribu-

tions help us document and preserve the cultural traditions

of the American West. Please join today and help us celebrate

the wisdom, artistry and ingenuity of western folkways.

Ways of the West Newsletter • • • • • • • • •

Western Folklife Center CD • • • • • • • • •

Opportunity to Purchase
Tickets Early to the

National Cowboy
Poetry Gathering

Free admission to Wiegand 
Gallery and reduced rate for 

accompanying guests

Tickets to a Members’ Show
at the Gathering

Invitations to Members’ Shows
and exhibit openings

Selected ticket discounts for
events throughout the year

One-time $5.00 gift certificate
in gift shop

Ongoing 10% discount
in gift shop

Unframed National Cowboy
Poetry Gathering poster

Framed National Cowboy Poetry
Gathering poster

Year-round pass to all
Western Folklife Center events

(excludes Gathering)

Gift package • • • •

Coloring book, free sarsparilla 
at any event

$10 $40 $75 $100 $150 $250 $500 $1,000 $1,500 $3,000

Membership

Benefits

JOIN THE WESTERN FOLKLIFE CENTER AND GET THE BEST SEATS IN THE HOUSE

Tickets on Sale to Members September 2 • Tickets on Sale to General Public October 2

Up to 8 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Up to 6 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Up to 4 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Up to 2 tickets

for each

show at the

Gathering

Unlimited tickets for each show at the Gathering
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Ford Foundation

The Wallace Foundation

E.L. Wiegand Foundation

R. Harold Burton Foundation

United States Institute of 

Museum and Library Services

Zions Bank

Nevada Commission for 

Cultural Affairs

George S. & Dolores Doré 

Eccles Foundation

George Gund III

Sally Searle

Wes & Sue Dixon

Anne Pattee

Nevada Commission 

on Tourism

William Randolph Hearst 

Foundation

MetLife Foundation

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Theodore J. Day

City of Elko

National Endowment 

for the Arts

Gunnar & Louise Klarr

Nevada Arts Council

The Grammy Foundation

Hartman Foundation

Joe & Pam Brown

Elko County Recreation Board

Charter Media

Bruce & Nora James Family    

Charitable Fund at the 

Community Foundation 

of Western Nevada

Simmons Family Foundation

Wells Fargo Bank

Paul G. Allen Family 

Foundation

John Ben Snow Memorial Trust

Barrick Goldstrike Mines, Inc.

The Bretzlaff Foundation

Gary & Susan Crowe

Art & Joanne Hall

Holder Hospitality Group

Agnieszka Winkler & Art Lund

Wattis Dumke Foundation

Sandy Raffealli

Nevada Humanities

Dick & Mary Stimpel

Elko Convention & Visitors 

Authority

Sierra Pacific Power Company

Warsh-Mott Funds

Utah Humanities Council

Newmont Mining Company

Reno Rodeo Charitable 

Foundation

John C. Carpenter

The Gabelli Foundation

Timken-Sturgis Foundation

Foundation 36

Tricon Metals & Services

Wal-Mart Foundation

Ron & Leslie Parraguirre

Elko Federal Credit Union

Great Basin Bank

Northeastern Nevada 

Regional Hospital

Reds Ranch

Sage Foundation

William & Meredith Farris

And all our members and

stakeholders

With valuable assistance from

Great Basin College, Nevada

Museum of Art, The Ferraro

Group, Northeastern Nevada

Museum, Elko Chamber of

Commerce and many other

individuals and businesses.

Thank you!
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BE A STAKEHOLDER
Make an investment that 

makes a difference

The Stakeholder Program is for everyone

who values the programs and projects of

the Western Folklife Center. More than your

financial interest, your involvement also

expresses your personal interest, which

goes well beyond the dollars you con-

tribute. Your participation in the Stake-

holder Program gives you the opportunity

to receive “insider” information on your

favorite programs, and we’ll ask for your

input on important new ideas as well. Our

stakeholders are closely connected to us in

a partnership that ensures we remain a

robust and healthy organization, and that

we can continue to fulfill our mission of

preserving our western culture in all its 

varied and colorful forms.

When you make an initial or ongoing con-

tribution of $250 or more to the program

of your choice, you are demonstrating

that you value our work. We welcome

your support for any of our programs. Our

current priorities are:

• National Cowboy Poetry Gathering

• unrestricted general operating funds

• Western Folklife Center exhibitions

• Deep West Records

• educational programs for youth

• Western Folklife Center Archives

In return for your generous investment,

you will be invited to the Stakeholder

Breakfast at the National Cowboy Poetry

Gathering. You will also receive invitations

to events around the region, our Ways of

the West newsletter, and access to a stake-

holder-only area on our website. For more

information about the Stakeholder Pro-

gram or to become a stakeholder, please

visit our website at www.westernfolklife.org,

or contact Marianne Gellman toll-free at

(888)880-5885 or mgellman@westernfolk-

life.org. 

SPONSOR A POET 
OR MUSICIAN

The heart of each

National Cowboy

Poetry Gathering is the

assembly of poets and

musicians from all

parts of the West and

beyond. Each artist

receives a well-earned honorarium, as

well as travel, lodging and meal

expenses. The average cost is $3,000 per

artist. With more than 125 performers

coming to the 25th Gathering, the

expense will be considerable. You can

help defray these costs by sponsoring

an artist with a $3,000 donation to the

National Cowboy Poetry Gathering. Your

stakeholder contribution or business

sponsorship can be used to sponsor an

artist. You can also pool your resources

with a group of friends to support an

artist. To make a donation, or for more

information, please contact Marianne

Gellman toll-free at (888) 880-5885, or

mgellman@westernfolklife.org.

Thanks to Our Supporters
Western Folklife Center programs are supported by:
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The Western Folklife Center

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 3280

Salt Lake City, UT

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

501 Railroad Street

Elko, NV 89801

THE WESTERN FOLKLIFE CENTER’S MISSION

The mission of the Western Folklife Center is to enhance the vitality of

American life through the experience, understanding and appreciation

of the diverse cultural heritage of the American West. 
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